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Apply now The Heterosexual Homosexual Alliance for Leadership and Outreach club at Denver East High 
School serves as a safe haven for students looking to fi nd support and security. The Alumni/Leah Millis

Feature on Page 10 

Embracing hope

Coach of the Month: Bob Austin

Activities: 2008 marching band preview

Members of the Legacy High School marching band prepare for 
state competitions in October. The Alumni/Leah Millis

Feature on Page 12 

The Kent Denver golf team will try for another Class 4A state 
title this fall led by coach Bob Austin, center. The Alumni/Jessica Vidal

Feature on Page 11 
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Students at Thornton High School go over daily lessons with teacher Pat Passantino during a spe-
cial-education class. There are 83,000 special-education students statewide. The Alumni/Jessica Vidal

Making special education a priority

I
N the realm of special educa-
tion, Colorado educators face 
financial, educational and 
occupational challenges.

In 1975, the first federal special-
education law was passed. Be-
fore that, special education was 
controlled solely by the state.  
   “The reason for federal special- 
education was that the authority 
was given completely to the 
state. There were 50 state laws 
for special-education, and some 
schools did not allow special-
needs students to be educated 
in public schools at all,” said 
Ed Steinberg, assistant commis-
sioner for the Colorado Depart-

ment of Education and the state 
director for Exceptional Student 
Leadership.  
   The 1975 change was a large 
step in the right direction for stu-
dents with disabilities, because 

federal law trumped state law, 
setting a nationwide standard for 
special-education students.  
   Determining which students 
have disabilities might seem like 
an easy process, but there is a 
lot of work that goes into it. The 
federal government recognizes 
13 distinct disabilities, running 
the gamut from learning disor-
ders to autism.
   “It’s a two-part process,” 
Steinberg said. “First, there must 
be evidence that a student has 
a disability, and this is done by 
assessments. Second, it must be 
evident that the disability has 
a negative impact on achieve-
ment.” 
   Another issue within the school 
district is funding. 
   “The biggest concern, espe-
cially in Colorado, is the lack of 
funding for special-education. On 
the federal and state level, it 
is significantly underfunded,” 
Steinberg said. “Some people 
think that because it’s under fed-

eral and state law, all funds 
are taken care of.” 
   That is not the case. In 
Colorado, only about 25-30 
percent of funding is cov-
ered by state and federal 
funding combined, which 
puts a large burden on local 
school districts.  
   Enforced by the Excep-
tional Children’s Act under 
the special-education fund-
ing formula, administrative 
units receive $1,250 for 
each child with a disability 
reported on the Dec. 1, 
2007, special-education 
count. 
   In addition to place-
ment and funding challeng-
es is the issue of teaching 
methods for students with 
disabilities. There are two 
distinct teaching styles for 
students with disabilities 
and both have merit. “Full 
Inclusion” places spe-
cial-education students in 
classes with the general 

student population, with teachers 
providing additional attention 
when necessary. An alternative, 
the “Pullout Method,” calls for 
students with disabilities to be 
placed in a separate environment 

for education in which they will 
receive more attention.  
   “I can’t say one size fits all. I 
can’t say all students fit in class-
es,” said Steinberg, who also was 
the local special-education direc-
tor for two decades. “It’s based 
on the individual student. Some 
do well in general classes all 
day, some do not. It’s been a 30-
year philosophical debate.”  
   Neither teaching method is 
mandated by the state, leaving 
it up to the school district to 
decide. There also is a national 
movement called Response to 
Intervention being put in place 
to ensure that teachers are doing 

CATHYFLORY
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State ramps up 
its eff orts, but 
challenges persist

“You really need to 
look at the individual 
needs of the students 
to see which method 
is best for the 
student. Sometimes 
a student will only 
need to spend 45 
minutes or a half-day 
in special-education 
classes and the rest 
of the day in general 
education classes. 
That’s what I’ve found 
to work best.”
SARAHCHIOPON
Special-education teacher

as much as possible to include 
special-needs students in gen-
eral-classes and provide them the 
attention they need before put-
ting them into special-education 
classes.
   “You really need to look at the 
individual needs of the students 
to see which method is best for 
the student,” said Sarah Chiopon, 
a third-year special-education 
teacher. “Sometimes a student 
will only need to spend 45 min-
utes or a half-day in special-edu-
cation classes and the rest of the 
day in general education classes. 
That’s what I’ve found to work 
best.”

   Another task for the school 
system in dealing with special 
education is finding teachers, 
Steinberg noted.  
   “The biggest challenge that we 
have is recruiting and retaining 
special-education teachers,” he 
said. “It’s a real tough job. There 
are 83,000 special-education 
students statewide. For most spe-
cial-education teachers, it’s more 
than a job, it’s a calling.”
   Chiopon agreed that special- 
education is a hard but rewarding 
career. “I love seeing the things 
that make these kids tick,” she 
said, “and it’s so rewarding watch-
ing them grow as people.”  
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The A-11 off ense is turning heads on and off  the gridiron

T
HERE’S a storm brewing 
at Piedmont (Calif.) High 
School, and that’s just 
the way football head 

coach Kurt Bryan likes it. After 
countless hours of brainstorming 
with Piedmont’s head of football 
operations, Steve Humphries, the 
two created the A-11 offense, 
using it 60 percent of the time 
last season. The offense is the 
brainchild of these two innova-
tive coaches with a penchant 
for pushing new ideas tailoring 
to increasingly fast and athletic 
players. The A-11 looks illegal, 
seems illegal, and is hard to de-
scribe. Think spread offense on 
steroids. 
   As it turns out, the A-11 is le-
gal and the base formation goes 
something like this: A center 
lines up with two tight ends on 
each side as the middle “pod”; 
two groups of three receivers 
spread out wide, one on each 
side of the tight ends; and two 
quarterbacks line up behind the 
center, with one at least seven 
yards behind the ball. It gets a 
touch more unconventional as 
every player on the field is wear-
ing jersey numbers that make 
them eligible receivers (1-49 or 
80-99).
   The key that unlocks this new-
school offense is that as long as 
one of the backs lined up behind 
center is seven feet deep, the for-
mation qualifies as a “scrimmage 
kick formation” in which the 
traditional rules for eligible re-
ceivers don’t apply. On any play, 
all 11 players could potentially 
be a receiving threat (hence the 
name), and Piedmont attempts to 
further confuse opponents by us-
ing plenty of motion and shifting 
players at the last moment.
   Aside from Bryan and 
Humphries’ natural inclination 
for unique offenses, the creation 
was inspired by the fact that 
Piedmont regularly competes 
against schools that are up to 
twice its size in enrollment and 
just plain bigger physically. They 
looked at a group of offenses 
built around odd-shaped forma-
tions and scoured the rule books 

until they found the scrimmage 
kick rule that allows them to un-
leash 11-receiver sets.
   And that is where the backlash 
comes in. The three-yards-and-
a-cloud-of-dust purists have 
sounded off on online message 
boards and coaching sites calling 
for a rules committee to close 
the scrimmage kick loophole. 
Opponents of the A-11 say it 
violates the spirit of the rule and 
the game. The rule was origi-
nally created so coaches could 
get faster players on the field to 
cover kicks.
   The Piedmont coaches say they 
are within the rules, and both 
national and California football 
governing bodies agree, as both 
reviewed the offense before last 
season. The coaches’ vocal na-
ture, and willingness to accom-

modate any media request, Bryan 
specifically, have not helped 
quell the negative feedback. Crit-
ics claim the coaches are quick 
to pat themselves on the back.    
The A-11 has been the subject 
of several national news fea-
tures, including a recent story on 
ESPN.com’s Page 2. Bryan and 
Humphries teamed with Ameri-
can Football Monthly to create a 
series of instructional videos and 
an installation manual.
   As for the offense itself, last 
season, the team scored nine 
combined points in its first two 
games — both losses — before 
rattling off seven straight wins en 
route to a playoff loss. 
   Bryan argues that this kind of 
a change is inevitable as athletes 
get faster and the game becomes 
less rigid. It’s hard to argue with 
the influx of spread offenses on 
every level. Every generation’s 
athletes are faster and stronger 
than the previous. For a recent 
example, compare the world-

record times Michael Phelps 
set in the Olympics with those 
Mark Spitz set back in 1972. 
Spitz was unquestionably the 
world’s greatest swimmer ever 
until Phelps came along, but if 
the Munich Olympics version of 
Spitz attempted to qualify for the 
2008 Games, he would be sitting 
home with the rest of us ponder-
ing whether Phelps is the greatest 
Olympian ever.
   It’s not just the athletes that 
have evolved. Do you think 
Vince Lombardi and his play-
book of 20 plays would survive 
in today’s NFL? There are kids 
who play entirely too much Mad-
den who could scout a somewhat 
effective defense against Lom-
bardi’s Packers.
   The old-school, Woody Hayes-
type football guys will keep ob-
jecting, but the A-11 has already 
passed the litmus test once, and 
hundreds of high school and col-
lege coaches have sought advice 
from the Piedmont staff and are 
considering running some ver-
sion of the A-11. It will take a 
rule change specifically disallow-
ing the offense to see it go from 
the high school game. Rules in 
college and the pros prevent the 
possibility of using the A-11 full 
time, but there are 12-15 oppor-
tunities in a college game to use 
the formation. 
   Smash-mouth devotees need 
to relax. Football is all about in-
novation and this new offense 
is not a personal affront. It is 
not suggesting that your way of 
thinking about football is less 
sophisticated or that your first-
born child is destined for failure. 
Bryan could save himself some 
criticism by calming down the 
quotes about how this is the next 
football revolution.
   But Bryan almost seems to 
relish the criticism and atten-
tion. Bryan is a part-time author 
of the sports-thriller genre (his 
most recent book involves a fe-
male kicker, the president, and 
an assassination plot, and yes, 
all three are related). Both he 
and Humphries have noted how 
humbled they have been by the 
surprising attention. Any time 
spent talking to either of them 
and it is evident that they did this 
out of their enthusiasm and pas-
sion for the game.
   Football goes in cycles, and 
now more than ever, coaching 
staffs adapt quickly. For now, 
the A-11 is exciting, and it seems 
a large portion of the football 
world was waiting for something 
like this. If nothing else, people 
are talking, which is more than 
you can say for those ho-hum 
off-seasons when no one even 
bothers to create a radical new 
offense.  

Revolutionary? 
Or an insult to the game?

Quote of the MonthQuote of the Month

“The results you achieve will be in direct proportion 
to the eff ort you apply.” 
— Denis Waitley —

Presented by

Charlotte Bowlds — 720.290.1292 — charlotte-ab@hotmail.com

7960 Niwot Rd.
No. D-13
Niwot, CO
80503

303-652-6464
www.winotcoffee.com

As long as one of 
the backs lined up 
behind center is 

seven feet deep, the 
formation qualifi es 
as a “scrimmage 

kick formation” in 
which the traditional 

rules for eligible 
receivers don’t 

apply. On any play, 
all 11 players could 

potentially be a 
receiving threat.
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RANKINGSCRITERIA
1. Academics
2. Activities
3. Athletics
4. Spirit 
5. Sportsmanship

*Every high school is 
eligible for the Top 50

Go online at 
www.thealumninews.org 
and tell us why your school should 
be on the list.

Rankings are determined by the 
staff  at The Alumni along with 
academic information and statistics 
from the Colorado Department 
of  Education and results from all 
Colorado High School Activities 
Association (CHSAA) sanctioned 
activities.

... THE NEXT25

26. D’Evelyn
27. Cherokee Trail
28. Air Academy
29. Mountain Range
30. Merino
31. Arapahoe
32. The Classical Academy
33. Dakota Ridge 
34. Rocky Mountain
35. Denver East
36. Fort Collins
37. Wheat Ridge
38. Longmont
39. Silver Creek
40. Smoky Hill
41. Pueblo Tech
42. Lewis-Palmer
43. Cheyenne Mountain
44. Chaparral
45. Rocky Ford
46. Chatfi eld
47. Douglas County
48. Platte Valley
49. Platte Canyon
50. Green Mountain

DIDYOUKNOW? ...

From 1998 to 2007, 1.5 million 
participants registered for 

summer reading programs in 
Colorado public libraries.

For more information, go to 
www.cde.state.co.us

 Coyotes run up the scores, while Regis-Jesuit breaks into the top fi ve for the fi rst time this year.

Monarch validates jump
Rank Last month High school Comments

1 1 Cherry Creek Can the Bruins continue the carousel of  Centennial power in Class 5A volleyball and 
outduel Grandview and Eaglecrest?

2 2 Ralston Valley Did you know? From 2002-05, 47 Mustang athletes received athletic scholarships 
to play at the next level.

3 3 Broomfi eld The Eagles are making a march for another Class 3A boys soccer title, but Liberty 
and Mullen will challenge their bid.

4 7 Regis-Jesuit The Raiders might have the top boys cross-country squad in the state.

5 4 Fairview The Knights graduated 54 international baccalaureate diploma recipients in May.

6 5 Eads Ownership: Not only the Eagles student body, but also the community, have bought 
into the program.

7 6 Grandview The Wolves look as good as they did last year when they defeated Douglas County in 
the Class 5A state football championship.

8 8 Faith Christian
76.1 percent of  FCA students received a passing grade on the AP exam. Only 64 
percent of  Colorado students and 61 percent of  students nationally taking the AP 
exam qualifi ed for college credit or course exemptions.

9 18 Monarch Even though the Coyotes fell to Cherry Creek last month, they are the team to beat 
in Class 4A football.

10 10 Legacy
Coach Dawn Gaffi  n and pitcher Shelby Babcock have the Lightning fi ring on all 
cylinders, but Legacy faces a daunting task of  defeating talented Jeff co squads to 
repeat as Class 5A softball champs.

11 11 Holy Family After beating their softball nemesis in the regular season, the Tigers must prove 
they can beat Erie in the state playoff s, when it counts.

12 12 CSCS The Lions lost only two seniors from last year’s Class 3A volleyball championship 
team. This is a veteran squad poised to repeat.

13 13 Peak to Peak
The Pumas junior class of  2007 received an average composite score of  24.9 on 
the ACT test. That was again the highest score in BVSD and third highest in the 
state.

14 14 Mullen Can the Mustangs boys soccer team bounce back from a controversial call in last 
year’s Class 4A state championship that cost them a possible state title?

15 15 Boulder The Panthers look like they are for real in Class 5A boys soccer.

16 9 Highlands Ranch The goal is for 85 percent of  Falcon freshmen to earn 6.5 credits during the 
2007-08 school year.

17 18 Eaglecrest 2008 Raptor graduate Kayla Edgar received the Curtis Arts and Humanities Schol-
arship worth $2,500 and will be studying visual arts at Colorado State University.

18 16 Eaton Reds volleyball could make a strong run at the Class 3A state championship in 
November.

19 19 Loveland It is going to be a great competition at Thornton High School for the state gymnas-
tics championships on Oct. 15. We know Hannah Bower is ready.

20 23 Kent Denver The average Sun Devil SAT scores are 642 in critical reading, 641 in math and 640 
in writing. The average Sun Devil ACT score is 27.9.

21 28 Erie Usually it is softball dominating headlines this time of  year, not football.

22 22 Niwot In 2007, the Cougars led all St. Vrain Valley schools with a composite ACT score of  
22.6.

23 32 Berthoud What a diff erence a couple of  years make. The Spartan athletics program has 
quietly developed into one of  the best in the state.

24 25 Bear Creek The Bears have what it takes to win a state football championship if  they string solid 
games together in the playoff s.

25 24 Akron The Rams look strong early in Class A football.

www.focal55.com
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Thornton High 
stays the course

More than 50 percent of Thornton High School’s student body is enrolled in the English as a Second Language program. The Alumni/Jessica Vidal

‘Reading is the gateway’

C
UTBACKS, language barri-
ers and suicide.
   These are the daily re-
alities of many Denver 

metro area schools, but 
students and administrators 
at Thornton High School 
vow to press on past these 
challenges.
   With the state of the 
economy signaling major 
cutbacks — especially in 
Adams County — school 
administrators are finding 
ways to make up for fund-
ing no longer available. 
   “It is hitting everybody,” 
Thornton High School 
Principal Janette K. Wal-
ters said.
   The school’s faculty 
advisory council has es-
tablished creative ways to 
make up for diminished 
budgets.
   “We take 50 percent of 
the money that is made 
from our pop machines to help 
offset costs for our students; we 
award $15,000 to $17,000 annu-
ally,” Walters explained.
   On Nov. 4, voters will decide 
on a $9.9 million mill levy and 
an $80 million bond that will 
directly affect classrooms in Ad-
ams County.
   “It’s the sign of the times,” 
Thornton Athletic Director Brian 
Duwe said.

   Fifty-three percent of Thorn-
ton High School’s students are 
enrolled in English as a Second 
Language.
   “Reading is the gateway,” 
Walters said. “We need to do 
whatever we have to, starting at 
elementary levels, to help these 
kids succeed. If they can’t read 
well, they can’t be good thinkers, 
and if they can’t be good think-
ers, they can’t be good writers,” 

Walters said.
   Walters likes the way the Colo-
rado Department of Education 
has taken accountability by im-
proving how it evaluates students 
on a yearly basis, especially with 
the newly installed Colorado 
Growth Model. “When a kid 
first walks through our doors, we 
need to show you what we have 
done with each kid from one year 
to the next — that is what educa-

“We have to face the reality of 
change.”
   Duwe, who joined Thornton 
from Overland High School, 
wants to instill the systems used 
in Cherry Creek schools and nur-
ture them to work at Thornton.
   “These kids come from differ-
ent circumstances,” Duwe said. 
“But the relation piece is there.”
   He knows that getting the kids 
to buy in is key. “I had a kid who 

couldn’t make the athletic leader-
ship counsel one day, and I asked 
him, ‘Where were you?’ and he 
replied, ‘I couldn’t make it; I had 
to watch my brother and sister 
while my mom worked.’ So the 
circumstances are different from 
others in the district, but they are 
real,” Duwe said.
   The focus remains on the kids 
and their education, regardless of 
budget cuts.

THORNTONHIGHSCHOOL

QUICKFACTS ...

There are 12 members of  
Thornton’s ESL department. 
The teachers cover a variety of  
subjects, including: languages, 
social sciences, art and math-
ematics. Students have come 
from countries such as: Mexico, 
Afghanistan, Syria, China, Russia, 
Vietnam, Turkey, Peru, Laos and 
Cambodia. Many of  the students 
in the program are trilingual.

For more information, log on to 
www. thorntonh.adams12.org.

PROFILE 

School: Thornton High School
Location: 9351 N. Washington
Mascot: Trojans 
Colors: Royal blue and white
Classifi cation: 5A
District: Adams 12 Five Star
League: Front Range
Enrollment: 1,720
Principal: Janette K. Walters
Athletic Director: Brian Duwe
Rival: Northglenn

tion is about,” Walters said.
   “Sometimes we get too in-
volved in CSAP scores and 
School Accountability Reports 
and we don’t see the big picture.”
   Walters, who is in her fourth 
year as the school’s principal 
and seventh in total, immediately 
faced a school crisis when five 
students lost their lives in one 
academic school year — four by 
suicide.

   “Learning from that has 
made us who we are as 
a faculty and as a staff,” 
Walters said. “Something 
like that really rocks you to 
the core.”
   As a result, the school’s 
administration developed 
tools such as “Tips for 
Tough Times” and suicide 
interventions at back-to-
school nights to help edu-
cate students and parents.
   “In the end, what it is 
really about is that kids 
believe in themselves and 
that kids know that there 
is a place to come and get 
help and assistance,” Wal-
ters said.

   Walters and her staff plan 
on changing the public’s 
perception of being a “ghet-

to school.”
   “Five years ago, we decided to 
change our mission statement. It 
used to be three sentences long 
and no one remembered it. Now 
our mission is, ‘Total commit-
ment to high achievement and 
success for all,’ ” Walters noted.
   “What we are going to do is 
take a kid from where they are 
now and move them to the next 
level. Every single kid.” 

Students make good use of their high school’s newly updated gymnasium 
that will host this year’s state gymnastics championships. The Alumni/Jessica Vidal

The Aragon Group
www.ColoradoHomeExplorer.com
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T
HERE are moments that 
can change a person’s 
life. A simple lay-up 
changed Thornton’s 

Candace Townley.
   Before the end of her 
sophomore basketball season, 
Townley was on a fast break against league rival Horizon High School and was 
undercut trying to finish the play.
   “My ACL snapped in half,” Townley said.
   At first, it was not the fact that she was going to be sidelined for an extended 
period of time as she rehabbed her knee, but the fact that summer was approaching 
and she could not go swimming or enjoy a roller-coaster ride.
   “I missed all my summer,” Townley said.
   But as summer came and went, there 
were questions as to whether or not she 
was going to be ready to play the next 
season. “Not playing basketball was not an 
option,” Townley said. “I learned the real 
definition of personal strife.”
   Townley went to physical therapy three 
times a week and was sidelined for eight 
months, but she found her way back to the 
court. 
   “That was the worst and best experience 
of my life,” Townley said. “I learned so 
much about myself. I learned that every 
minute you spend worrying or stressing 
is a minute you can’t get back. We don’t 
know how long we are here, so I don’t see 
the point in wasting those minutes.”
   The Trojan standout relates everything to 
basketball and takes the same approach on 
the court to the classroom. If she worries at 
all, it’s about the current state of her high 
school.
   “There are setbacks to attending 
Thornton [High School],” Townley said. 
“We don’t have as much support. At 
times we are economically not efficient … 
whatever the reasons — parents not being 
at home or parents not working. We don’t 
live in the best area, so people can’t get the best jobs. There is a lot more priority on 
earning money than on education,” Townley said.
   As the presidential election nears, Townley is concerned about the economy.
   “Economically something needs to be done,” Townley said. “Here at Thornton, we 
experience the difficulties of being in the low middle class to much lower classes. 
It is upsetting when we want to compete in tournaments and we want to play to 
our competition’s level and we are held back, not because of talent but because of 
budgets. We can’t afford to send people to camp. There are even people who can’t 
afford five dollars for the recreation center.”
   Townley might not have all the answers, but she has faced this kind of adversity 
before and believes the Thornton community can endure these tough times.
   “You can go to a club basketball team and some people are stronger in certain 
areas and weaker in others, and it is up to you to work as a team to keep balance,” 
Townley said. “We have to figure out our priorities.” 
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Mario Hernandez
Thornton student 
sets clear priorities
RENEETORRES
The Alumni

Candace Townley

T
HE Colorado Front 
Range is a long way 
from Guatemala City, 
Guatemala, where 

Thornton High School senior 
Mario Hernandez was born.
   But Hernandez is a United 
States resident, and he is making a lasting impression on a community and a school 
that he feels very passionate about.
   “Mario is a different kind of student,” said Thornton Athletic Director Brian 
Duwe.
   That’s because Hernandez might not be the top student in his grade — even 
though he carries a 3.6 grade-point average — but he embraces the globalization of 
a high school that is predominately Hispanic and Latin American.
   “People here [at Thornton] accept each other for who they are,” Hernandez said.
   A majority of the school’s students are enrolled in the English as a Second 
Language program.
   “Some students have been in the ESL program for five or six years, mostly [due 
to] a lack of effort,” Hernandez said.
   The Trojan senior knows what it’s like to go through the ESL program, which he 

participated in shortly after arriving in 
the United States at age 11.
   “Being able to learn English 
in one year has been my biggest 
accomplishment,” Hernandez said.
   But for most ESL students, the curve 
for learning English just takes longer. 
That is a challenge he is researching to 
find solutions to.
   “We have cultures that push education 
and others that do not stress its 
importance, and I want to know why,” 
Hernandez said.
   Hernandez is writing an essay for the 
high school’s international baccalaureate 
program based on how students’ 
backgrounds affect the motivation for 
education. Hernandez wants to use his 
services in Key Club as a platform to 
shed light on these issues.
   Last year, he ran for an executive 
office position for Key Club 

International and was elected a district governor who oversees clubs in Colorado, 
Wyoming and parts of Nebraska.
   “Not only do you get to meet a lot of people, but you learn how to lead and 
overcome obstacles,” Hernandez said.
   “I find that other clubs are facing the same issues with language barriers.”
   Hernandez said motivation and a strong home environment are the biggest factors 
in helping ESL students succeed. He credits his drive to his mother, Mirna, for 
raising his brother Ivan, now a freshman at Thornton, and himself in a single-parent 
environment. 
   Hernandez has applied to the Colorado School of Mines, and he plans on studying 
computer science.
   For the rest of his Thornton High tenure, he is content with being an instrumental 
part of his class, encouraging classmates to give more effort en route to a quality 
education free of language hurdles. 

Key Club governor 
acts on ESL

PROFILE 
Name: 
Mario 
Hernandez
School: 
Thornton
Grade: Senior
GPA: 3.60
Activities:
IB Student 
Union, NHS and 
French Club

PROFILE 
Name: 
Candace Townley
School: 
Thornton
Grade: Senior
GPA: 4.30 
Activities:  
Athletic 
Leadership 
Counsel and 
basketball

“ It is upsetting when 
we want to compete 
in tournaments and 
we want to play to 
our competition’s 

level and we are held 
back, not because of 

talent but because 
of budgets. We can’t 

aff ord to send people 
to camp. There are 

even people who can’t 
aff ord fi ve dollars 
for the recreation 

center.”
CANDACETOWNLEY

Thornton senior

MOREABOUTMARIO ...

His hero is 
Binh Rybacki, the 

founder of Children of 
Peace International, 

an organization 
based in Vietnam that 

builds schools and 
orphanages in Vietnam  

through Key Club.
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Evan Appel

DANADKINS
The Alumni

Cross-country 
standout Appel sets 
out to accomplish

Evan almighty

D
ETERMINATION.
   That is the singular 
word for what drives Da-
kota Ridge cross-country 

champion Evan Appel. 
   The past three years have seen 
Appel go from being a typical 
freshman to the de-
fending state champ 
for Dakota Ridge. 
   As a freshman, he 
continued his fasci-
nation with running, 
something that he 
developed from his 
dad, who used to 
run triathlons when 
he was younger. 
   Hearing his fa-
ther talk about his 
experience with 
running motivated Evan to try 
it for himself. It wasn’t until his 
sophomore year that he became 
a better runner, though. “I was 
a pretty average freshman run-
ner,” Appel said, explaining that 
he finished 80th in the Midwest 
Championships that year. 
   But his determination boosted 
him to finish fifth his sophomore 
year in the same event, catapult-
ing him to bigger prominence 
among his peers, his teachers and 
college recruiters. 
   The 2007 Jefferson County 
MVP in cross-country, Appel’s 
success hasn’t been simply about 

his talent, his enjoyment of the 
sport or his heritage. Rather, he 
is motivated by factors outside 
of running that continually push 
him to strive for more. “I’d like 
to go to a good college, maybe 
Ivy League,” Appel said. 
   He has been researching the 
best schools in the nation for 
economics and business. He 
hopes to use economics as an 
avenue to get into the automotive 
industry. 
   “I’m a big car guy, my favor-
ites being F1 or Ferrari,” Appel 
said. 
   Appel has been the school 

treasurer and the 
president of the 
Dakota Ridge His-
tory Club. “I’ve 
always been a big 
history buff. I’ve 
just had a big inter-
est in the subject,” 
Appel said. 
   He also works at 
a ranch when he’s 
not running, ob-
sessing over cars or 
reading something 

historical. He enjoys the busi-
ness end of schoolwork, citing 
the inspiration of the Dubner and 
Levitt-authored Freakonomics, 
a novel about how economics 
shapes the inner workings of the 
world.
   His determination, while stem-
ming from his parents, also 
comes from admiring athletes 
such as Galen Rupp, a cross-
country athlete at the University 
of Oregon who competed in the 
10,000 meters at the Beijing 
Olympics. 
   Appel admires Rupp for not 
only his outstanding speed, but 

also his dedication to the 
sport, which Evan already ex-
emplifies extremely well.  
   While determination has 
brought him to this point in 
his career, it is continued 
determination that will 
carry Appel toward 
whatever other 
goals he has in 
his life. 

Mention this advertisement and receive a 
FREE appraisal!

(Offer only valid with closing)

Lower Fees.  Competitive Rates.  Better Service.  

www.ColoradoMortgageFunder.com

Call Now
303-301-7221

Hundreds of banks.  Hundreds of loan programs.
(Registered and licensed with the Colorado Division of Real Estate)

Photos by Jessica Vidal

EVANAPPEL 

School: 
Dakota Ridge High School
Year: Senior
Activities: Cross-country, 
school treasurer of  history club, 
works at a ranch
Favorite movie:
Back to the Future
Favorite food: 
Bratwurst
Favorite music group:
Rage Against the Machine
College interests: 
Nationwide, maybe Ivy league
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Weingartner 
capitalizes on 
heart, talent

EMILYWEINGARTNER 

School: 
Faith Christian Academy
Year: Junior
Activities: Volleyball and school
College interests: Christian 
college — East or West Coast
Favorite movie:
Elf  and Remember the Titans
Favorite book: 
Great Expectations 
Heroes: 
“Jesus, makes a huge impact on 
my life and my sister”

Emily Weingartner

Her Faith is strong
Teens can’t become 
better drivers if they 
can’t see what they’re 
doing wrong.

The Teen Safe Driver ProgramSM is 
a breakthrough new way for parents 
to help teens become better drivers. 
By sharing audiovisual data from 
inside and outside the vehicle when 
high-risk driving events occur, the 
Teen Safe Driver Program reduces 
risky driving behavior by 70% and 
achieves 100% seatbelt usage 
among participants. Learn how 
you can save 10% on your auto 
policy by participating.* Call your 
local American Family Insurance 
agent or visit teensafedriver.com 
and see for yourself. 

Hand over the keys with confidence.

* Auto policy discount effective immediately upon program 

participation. The discount may not apply to all coverages.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company
Home Office – Madison, WI  53783

© 2008    003065 – 3/08

Mitch Wimer, Agent
12774 Colorado Blvd, Ste 111

Thornton, CO 80241
(303) 457-0053

www.mitchwimer.com

Aaron Turner, Agent
7507 E 36th Ave, Ste 120

Denver, CO 80238
(720) 941-5833

www.aaronturneragency.com

Dustin J Chalupa Agency
112 North Rubey Drive Suite 140

Golden, CO 80403
(303) 279-3006

www.dustinchalupa.com

Chris Erwin Agency
9567 S University Blvd

Highlands Ranch, CO 80126
(720) 344-8410

www.chriserwinagency.com
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S
PORTS, faith, family and 
friends are things that 
clearly hold importance 
for Emily Weingartner, a 

junior at Faith Christian.
   Weingartner has been a vol-
leyball player on the varsity team 
since her freshman year and 

that I can,” she said. “I think it’s 
important to stay positive and 
get through with good grades, 
and I’m really hoping to do track 
next year.”
   Weingartner’s coach, C.L. 
Hubbard, said, “One thing I ap-
preciate about Emily is that I 
always get the same thing from 
her, and that is I get 100 percent. 
Her work ethic and self-disci-
pline speak volumes.”
   Hubbard has seen Weingart-
ner’s volleyball skills develop 
immensely since her freshman 
season.
   “Emily didn’t play like a fresh-
man — she was fearless and a 
great athlete,” Hubbard said. 
“And last year was a real grow-
ing year. She sometimes wore 
her feelings on her sleeve if she 

was having a good 
or a bad game, 

but she’s 
matured. 

is now a captain, yet she stays 
modest about her accomplish-
ments, which include all-state 
honorable mention and all-con-
ference the past two years. She 
currently holds the conference 
record for digs in a season. She 
credits much or her success to 
determination, commitment and 
heart.
  “You can be a good player but 
without heart I don’t think you 
can reach your potential,” Wein-
gartner said. “And I don’t think 
you can be a good leader without 
heart.”
   Faith Christian has earned four 
straight berths to the state tourna-
ment. Volleyball and homework 
keep Weingartner busy, but she 
still hopes to participate in track 
next year if time allows. “All I 
want to do is make 
sure to do my 
best and be 
the best 

It‘s absolutely amazing how 
many balls she gets up. She’s a 
great defender, a great passer and 
has a great jump serve.”
   A lot of the volleyball play-
ers at Faith Christian have been 
able to mature together for 
many years. “Most of the team 
has been together since fourth 
grade,” Weingartner said. “And 
they’re all great girls. Plus, our 
coach is incredible.”
   Weingartner’s older sister Am-
ber, who also played volleyball 
and graduated last year from 
Faith, is now attending school 
in Sioux Center, Iowa, at Dordt 
College. Emily hopes to go to a 
Christian college on either the 
East Coast or West Coast and is 
considering studying physical 
therapy or a medical field. She 
wants to leave her mark on the 
world, and though she has ac-
complished a lot between sports, 
education and maintaining a 
well-rounded outlook on life, she 
hopes to do a lot more.
   “Now in my life I’m still look-
ing forward to achieving my 
greatest accomplishment. I’m 
really excited to see what it is 
someday,” Weingartner said. 
“And at some point, I really want 
to be a missionary.” 
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HHALO club teaches 
progress, equality

Promoting 
acceptance 
at East

Denver East’s HHALO club was founded 13 years ago. One of its goals is to prevent harassment 
toward students who prefer same-sex relationships. The Alumni/Leah Millis

I
T’S a typical day inside the 
drama room at Denver East 
High School. The room is 
filled with a diverse group of 

19 young East Angels. 
   People are scattered about, 
munching on free pizza. Some 
are chatting away, others re-
main quiet and reserved. There 
is young couple sitting near the 
front of the room, hands inter-
twined. Both the girl and the boy 
have short, bright-red hair. 
   Another young girl sits near 
the front on the floor with vibrant 
blue braided hair, while other 
girls near the back sport the latest 
high school fashion trends with 
tight jeans and low-cut shirts. 
   The students quiet down 
when Keith Lucero and Melody 
Duggan begin to speak. They 
introduce themselves as a so-
cial studies teacher and theater 
teacher, respectively. Everyone 
is welcomed to the first Hetero-
sexual Homosexual Alliance for 
Leadership and Outreach meet-
ing of the school year. 
   “[HHALO] is about promoting 
awareness and creating a safe en-
vironment for anyone who needs 
it,” Lucero said. “Anybody is 
welcome to HHALO. You don’t 
have to identify with any sexual-
ity; just if you want to make East 
a better place.” 
   Duggan founded the club 13 
years ago to try to prevent a 
negative atmosphere at East by 
focusing on subtle discrimina-
tion such as preventing students 
from using derogatory language 
that might unknowingly offend 
another student.
   “Whether we have 30 members 
or three, HHALO has to stay. 
The East community cannot 
lapse into the old way,” Duggan 
added, referring to times when 
students were discriminated 
against because of their sexual 
orientation.  
   For years, many students took 
comfort in the club for a safe 
place to be themselves within the 
East community. To keep from 
being harassed at lunchtime, 
they would gather for HHALO 
meetings. “It took three to four 
years after the club’s birth before 
the level of homophobia tapered 
down so students didn’t need the 

club as much as they used to,” 
Duggan said.
   The meeting continues with an 
introduction by the club’s presi-
dent, junior Ashleen Brydum. 
Brydum has been part of the club 
for as long as she’s been at East. 
   “The club is around to pro-
mote acceptance and awareness 
throughout the school,” Brydum 
said. She stresses that even 
though East has made progress, 
there are lingering problems and 
there is plenty of discrimination 
daily.
   Last year, a male student 
dropped out of East because he 
was verbally harassed so much 
for his sexual orientation. To 
Brydum, that’s why the club is 
so important. “We try to prevent 
things like that from happening,” 
Brydum said. 
   Like Lucero and Duggan, Bry-
dum envisions the club as a safe 
environment for anyone. “We 
want it to be a safe place for you 
to talk about anything from fam-
ily members, to friends, to your-
self,” she said.
   Once they start discussing 
events and goals for the year, 
students in the room start speak-
ing up. Some excitedly interject 
ideas about holding bake sales to 
raise money and hosting events 
to raise awareness about the club. 
   Every year, one of the club’s 
biggest events is “Day of Si-
lence,” dedicated to those who 
cannot be open about their sexu-
ality and thus must remain silent. 
Any student can take a vow of si-
lence for the day to raise aware-
ness about sexual inequality and 
discrimination around school, the 
country and the world. 
   The club hosts a few smaller 
events, and every year, club 
members try to attend at least 
one Gay-Straight Alliance con-
ference. Though HHALO is 
one of East’s smaller clubs, it’s 
presence is well-felt and it is an 
integral part of the diverse East 
community. 
   The current members laugh and 
joke and quickly depart in chat-
tering groups as the bell rings, 
summoning them back to class. 
The halls fill with a loud buzz as 
more students filter in. No one 
looks twice at the club members, 
or the bright hair colors. 
   Everyone leaves joking and 
chatting animatedly. The start of 
a new year and another chapter 
for HHALO has begun with a 
group made to promote equality, 
progress and a safe haven for 
all. 
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Austin thrives in long-drive contest

Bob Austin, left, is in his second year as head coach of the Kent Denver boys golf team. 
Kent Denver took home the Class 4A state title last year. The Alumni/Jessica Vidal

Bob Austin

CATHYFLORY
The Alumni

Dedicated Kent coach 
steers his athletes 
to lasting success

BOBAUSTIN
School: 
Kent Denver
Years: 2nd year as head coach
Education: University of  Denver, 
master’s in fi nance
Activities: USGA rules offi  cial
Favorite movie: The Sting 

THEYSAIDIT ...  
“Ronald Reagan is a hero of 
mine. He was a great leader. 
He had a very simple way of 
stating complex issues.”

— Bob Austin

C
URB check!
   The occasional side 
swiping of the curb in a 
Kent Denver bus by golf 

coach Bob Austin is one thing 
that keeps the golf team laugh-
ing.
   “We all joke 
about his curb 
checks,” sophomore 
Kurt Weinerman 
said. “He and driv-
ing the bus don’t 
mix well.”
   Despite the 
friendly teasing, the 
players value Coach 
Austin’s commit-
ment, support and 
love of golf.
   “He’s so ded-
icated and he’s 
very supportive 
whether we 
have a good or 
a bad round,” 
sophomore 
Connor Mor-
gan added. “He 
could be doing 
a lot of other 
things but he 
sacrifices his 
time for us.”
   Austin, who 
led the team to 
the state cham-
pionship last 
season, started 
his high school 
coaching career as a Kent as-
sistant coach in 2005, and he be-
came the full-time head coach a 
year later. He previously coached 
his daughter’s Little League 
team, and for the past 22 years, 
Austin has operated a residential 
mortgage company.
   “I’m blessed to coach at such a 
great academic school and to win 
a state championship,” Austin 
said. “I love the game of golf and 
working with high school kids.  
It’s a chance for me to mentor 
kids.”

   Though winning state is a great 
achievement in any sport, Austin 
said there are more important 
aspects.
   “My goals are to teach them 
the game, to help them improve 
through the season and to respect 
the game,” he said. “At the end 
of the year, I want them to look 
back and say they had a great 
experience in high school golf. If 
we win, it’s a bonus.”
   Austin does a great job of 
keeping his team happy and in-
terested in the sport.
   “He’s a laid-back kind of guy,” 

freshman Davis 
Niederman said. 
“He’s one of the 
better coaches I’ve 
had. When we play 
a bad round, he’s 
still inspiring and 
helps us get back 
out there and play 
well. He’s got an 
overall positive 
attitude.”

   Austin is a 
Colorado native 
and attended 
Cherry Creek 
High School. “I 
always root for 
Cherry Creek. 
… That is until 
they play Kent. 
I love beating 
them,” Austin 
said.
   Kent’s 12-
player team 
is tops in the 
league so far 
this season.
   “When we go 
into any tourna-
ment, I want 
them to be 

focused and play well. If we play 
well, I’m happy,” Austin said. 
“You can’t control how the other 
teams play. There is no defense 
in golf. It’s important to keep 
focused on our own game.”
   Austin’s love for Kent, golf 
and his dedication to his team is 
evident. “I’m blessed to coach 
for such a great school. They let 
me run the program the way I 
want to,” Austin said. “Coaching 
golf is just one of those things 
I always looked at and said, ‘I 
want to do that someday.’ ” 
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Creativity, all-around 
performance key at 
marching band states

Colorado Bandmasters 
Association

For more information, log on to 
www.coloradobandmasters.org

Date Event

Oct. 13
Littleton public 
school stadium

Denver metro 
region qualifying 
event (Class 2A, 
3A, 4A and 5A) 

Oct. 14
Western Slope 

region qualifying 
event

Oct. 15

Southern region 
qualifying event 

and
Northern region 
qualifying event

Oct. 16
Littleton public
school stadium

Denver metro 
region Class 5A 
qualifying event

Oct. 24
State 

marching band 
quarterfi nals

Oct. 25-27

State marching 
band semifi nals 
and state cham-
pionship fi nals

Can anyone topple Legacy?
Legacy Band Director Clay Stansberry is quietly confi dent about his squad’s chances of taking home another state title. This is his fi fth year at Legacy. The Alumni/Leah Millis

Legacy’s percussion 
section gets the 
beat right for 
this year’s state 
marching band 
championships. 
Qualifying starts 
on Oct. 13 and will 
conclude on Oct. 27. 
Legacy took home 
last year’s title in 
Class 5A and will 
look to repeat. 
The Alumni/Leah Millis

H
IGH school bands will 
be marching and drum-
ming in unison as they 
compete for the title of 

best marching band in Colorado 
in late October. 
   Almost 100 dedicated march-
ing bands will perform in front 
of 11 judges at the state competi-
tion. The bands are graded on 
visual appeal, musical talent and 

the impression they make on the 
judges and the audience.
   “We have developed a very 
sophisticated system for judging 
on execution and effect,” said 
Wayne Manzanares, chairman of 
the Colorado Bandmasters Asso-
ciation for the past 17 years.
   When a band steps onto the 
field, it is given 15 minutes 
maximum to set up, perform 
and exit. Bands are allotted only 
seven minutes of actual perfor-
mance time, with 60 percent of 
the weighted score based on mu-
sical ensemble and 40 percent on 
the visual execution.
   Manzanares’ eyes sparkle 
when he talks of the spinning 
rifles and flags flying, but he 
still remains objective. “This 

is still a musical organization,” 
said Manzanares, who taught for 
31 years, was a band director at 
two different high schools and 
holds five state championship 
titles.
   Last year, Legacy High School 
captured the Class 5A title, but 
the school’s band director, Clay 
Stansberry, said there’s plenty of 
hard work to do this season. 
   “We had a two-week band 
camp in early August where we 
tried to practice and finalize our 
performance well before school 
even started,” Stansberry noted.
   Confident yet humble, Stans-
berry does not conjure up the 
notion of repeating. “We want to 
go out and put on the most cre-
ative, entertaining and musical 

show we can,” Stansberry said.
   Legacy band members can 
take comfort in that their direc-
tor has a lifetime of exposure to 
marching band. His father, John 
C. Stansberry, was a collegiate 
band director in Texas, and Clay 
attended Sam Houston State 
University, where he participat-
ed in marching band. Stansberry 
has taught for 10 years and has 
been the band director at Legacy 
High School for the past five. 
   State championship finals for 
Class 4A and 5A are set for Oct. 
25 at Invesco Field at Mile High, 
starting at 5:30 p.m. Champion-
ship finals for Class 1A through 
3A are at Aurora Public Schools’ 
District Stadium on Oct.27, 
starting at 8:30 a.m.  

www.thealumninews.org
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PROFILE 
Name: 
Kelly Kimsey
Age: 
24
Fitness center:
Greenwood Athletic Club
Certifi cations:
Performance-enhancement 
specialist (NASM), personal 
trainer (AFAA), PPSI and PPSII 
Pilates certifi ed, four years 
training
High School:
Cherry Creek High School (2002)
College:
Colorado State University
Degree:
Health promotion (2006)
Publicity:
Future cover girl in Oxygen 
Fitness Magazine; workout 
advertisement in 303 Magazine

NUTRITIONTIPS: 
Eat six meals a day, three big 
(400 calories) and three small 
(100-200 calories).

TRAININGTIPS:
Train like an athlete, look like an 
athlete. Push hard with each set, 
weights, plyometrics and cardio.

Trainer of the Month Trainer of the Month
Kelly Kimsey — Greenwood Athletic Club 

Kelly Kimsey

WORKOUT: Full-body Saturday

Begin with one hour of  “Red Rocks 
training.” First, warm up with three 
sets of  running up and down stairs 
(all the way to the top). After you 
are warm, begin a suicide drill fol-
lowed by sprints with plyometrics.
Finish your cardio with two distance 
runs. Next, head to the gym to 
begin circuit weight training.

•Split squat lunges with 14-pound 
medicine ball
•Bent-over dumbbell rows
•Power stepovers on bench
•Punch-outs
•Hanging abdominals
•Squat jumps with shoulder press
•Dead lifts
•Pull-ups 
•1-minute sprint on stationary bike
*3 sets, 15 repetitions for all

ONEONONE: Kirk Price

RENEETORRES
The Alumni

Creek tennis coach 
Price stands fi rm 
in his beliefs

The Bruins earned another Class 5A team title last year, 
including No. 2 and No. 3 singles titles. The Alumni/Jessica Vidal

C
HERRY Creek tennis coach 
Kirk Price has seen it all.
   Since 1968, Price has 
roamed the halls of Cherry 

Creek High School as a math 
teacher.
   And shortly thereafter, began 
coaching the Bruins boys swim-
ming and boys tennis programs 
and helped turn them into peren-
nial winners.
   Now, 10 years removed from 
the classroom, Price continues 
to teach, but solely on the tennis 
courts.
   He has coached numerous indi-
vidual, doubles and team cham-
pions over the years — most 
recently No. 2 and No. 3 singles 
champions and No. 1, No. 2, 
No. 3 and No. 4 doubles champi-
ons in 2007.
   From 1971-2007, 223 play-
ers participated at the Varsity 
1 level. During that span, those 
players compiled 5,263 wins and 
only 251 losses, for an astound-
ing winning percentage of 95.4 
percent.
   The most astonishing statistic 
is from 1972 through 1991, the 
program won 19 consecutive 
state team titles.
   But beyond all the team and in-
dividual titles lies a man fuming 
at the current state 
of tennis in Colo-
rado, especially 
at the high school 
level, where he said 
schools continue to 
recruit kids to play 
sport.
   “It’s against the 
state rules to recruit 
kids,” Price said. 
“… I have seen it 
being done and I 
know who is doing 
it. Just because a 
school is a private 
school they think 
they have the right 
to do whatever the 
hell they want. … 
It has to do with the 
coaches, especially 
young coaches who 
think that winning 
is the all true god.”
   Athletics have 
changed since the 
Colorado High 
School Activities 
Association al-
lowed open enroll-
ment to student-
athletes across the 
state, but Price said 
students should go 

to school in the districts where 
they live to help halt in-state 
recruiting. “It is very difficult to 
regulate recruiting, because the 
private schools have the oppor-
tunity to recruit kids for academ-
ics,” Price said. “It’s interesting 
— they are recruiting kids with 
C averages who happen to be 
good tennis players or D-average 
students who happen to be great 
swimmers. But they will tell you 

they are recruiting for academics 
and it is difficult to prove other-
wise. If they are going to do that 
[recruit], they should do what 
they do on the East Coast and 
keep private schools and public 
school separate.”
   Now in his 41st year at Creek, 
Price oversees approximately 
175 players in his program, 
which includes three full varsity 
and junior varsity squads.
   Amazingly, Price never makes 
a cut. All of the players who 
participate in his program have a 
place to play.
   “Many of my kids are recre-
ational tennis players,” Price 
said.
   “Talent is hard to judge in 
boys. Just because skill level is 
low doesn’t mean he has no tal-
ent to play tennis — it means he 
hasn’t played tennis.”
   Price uses a ladder system 
in which his players compete 
against each other and get a 
weekly ranking to reflect where 
they stand against their team-
mates.
   Two years ago, Creek had the 
largest program it has ever had, 
even with a shrinking popula-
tion, but Price is concerned at the 
sport’s declining participation at 
the collegiate level, especially 
with the University of Colorado 
dropping men’s tennis. 
   “Here we have the sport that 
is most participated in Colorado 
— when you go from little kids 
to 70-year-olds — and yet, they 
take the sport that costs the least 
amount to run and eliminate it. 
That didn’t have to do with de-

veloping sport, that 
had to do with poli-
tics,” Price said.
   Price has one 
of the most active 
booster clubs in the 
state and he said 
most of that suc-
cess is fostered by 
the parents. “I have 
an extremely ac-
tive booster club,” 
he said. “You can 
get very power-
ful people [angry] 
at you, who can 
destroy you and 
destroy your pro-
gram if you don’t 
involve them and 
you need to know 
that. It is not where 
you coach age-
group lacrosse and 
you can say, ‘Go 
away.’ That doesn’t 
happen. The kid has 
as much or more 
right to be here than 
you do. Developing 
the involvement of 
the community is 
really important to 
the success of your 
program.” 

Kimsey is an alum of Cherry Creek High School. The Alumni/Jessica Vidal

“ It’s against 
the state rules to 
recruit kids. … I 

have seen it being 
done and I know 
who is doing it. 
Just because a 

school is a private 
school they think 

they have the right 
to do whatever the 
hell they want. It 
has to do with the 
coaches, especially 

young coaches 
who think that 

winning is the all 
true god.”

KIRKPRICE
Cherry Creek tennis coach
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Emotions Photography would like to capture that memory.

We have the best senior package in the Rockies.
With 18 yrs. experience in photographing people

and some of the most breathtaking images....
Kathryn not only has the creative edge needed in this

ever changing industry she also allows for the client to 
be themselves.... so, bring your wardrobe for 

unlimited clothing changes, bring your car, your bff,
your shoe collection, trophies, your horse.....

oh, and dont forget the family unit.
If it’s part of you......Bring it !!!!If it’s part of you......Bring it !!!!

We offer in studio and on location with portraits
professionally edited for one FLAT rate.
Mention this ad and receive 10% off !!

If you refer your friends and they book with 
Emotions we’ll pay you $20.00 !!!! 

Camps/clinics

Homecoming

Senior pictures

Colleges

Scholarships

Financial services

Support groups

General

Day care

Fitness clubs

Edward Jones
Tom McLean

Financial Advisor
303-255-8176 

Tom.McLean@edwardjones.com

The Alumni 
$1,500 High School

Journalist of the Year Award

See our application on the back page
PA R K  &  R E C R E AT I O N  D I S T R I C T

formerly North Jeffco Park and Recreation District

Your sports and
recreation resource in
the northwestmetro

Denver area!

Visit our website,
www.apexprd.org for
current programs.

pro kicking academy

coaching   
training   

recruiting

COACH MATT THOMPSON 
303-910-9416 

WWW.PROKICKANDPUNT.COM

Mothers Against Drunk Driving

ABC’s for little sprouts
Day care Mon. - Fri.

infants to 4 yrs.
Wheat Ridge 

303-238-2020

Cherry Creek Athletic Club

Personal trainer
Certifi ed USA track and fi eld coach

Restaurants

Wingman

Northglenn
303-450-9378

Comminiello’s
Meats & Bakery

Homemade Italian Sausage
Party Trays & Deli Lunches

12039 Pecos Street
Westminster, CO 80234

303-451-8432

The Broker Restaurant

303-292-5065

Color & Highlights
Starting at $65 or $3 per 

foil up, to 10 foils

Full Sets $40-$50
Rebase $25-$35

Service Updo’s $65

Manicure/Pedicure
with student ID $55

Womens’s Teen Cut $20 
Men’s Teen Cut $18

Special
10% off any service

Special
10% off any service

Special
20% off facials

Allure Salon & Spa

303.439.8101
4880 West 120th Ave, Suite 100

Westminster, CO 80020
303.439.9788 fax

New clients only, mention this ad 
and get 10% off any service, 

or 20% off all facials!
We cordially invite you to relax and indulge yourself

with any one of our wonderful services.
(Not valid on color corrections or with any other offer.)

Michael H. Branch
720-810-2987

m.branch@comcast.net

Featured Listings

The Arabian Horse Center
12000 Zuni St. Ste. 1

Westminster, CO 80234
303-252-7700

Office space available for lease
Call Bob Truax at 303-548-8508

$260,000
Nice family home
with 5 bed/4 bath

3,128 sq. ft.
Call Bob Truax at 

303-548-8508
Northglenn

$629,000
Spectacular home

4 bed/4 bath
3,444 sq. ft.

Call Bob Truax at 
303-548-8508

Arvada
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COMING
SOON

•THENANDNOW — Kathy “Francis” Nunnery

Kathy Nunnery is one of the pioneer coaches and administrators 
for girls athletics in Colorado. File photo

T
HE campaigning and the 
commercials are just 
about over and Election 
Day is almost upon us. 

As a citizen, you have something 
at stake in this election, and 
in every election. But as an 
investor, should you really be 
that concerned over who wins 
the presidency?
   You might think so, if you 
listen to all the claims coming 
from both parties. 
   And yet, many of these charges 
and counter-charges are just 
rhetoric. 
   Here’s the bottom line: 
Individual investors have done 
well and poorly under both 
Democrats and Republicans. 
Ultimately, the good health of 
the financial markets — and, 
by extension, your investment 
success — depends on a variety 
of factors having relatively little 
to do with who is in the White 
House.
   Does a presidential election 

have any impact on the markets? 
   Yes. If an incumbent wins, 
the stock market typically has 
performed a little better over 
the next year,  but that’s often 
because the markets don’t 
like the uncertainty caused by 
change. And this positive effect 
is really a short-term reaction.
   Over the longer term, a 
particular administration’s 
policies can have some effect 
on the economy, which in turn 
affects the markets. But it’s far 
from clear just how much control 
any president has over economic 
forces. And not infrequently, 
an administration’s actions 
might not even have the desired 
economic results.
   So as an informed investor, 
don’t let Election Day determine 
your financial moves. As you 
look ahead, then, what “big-
picture” factors should steer 
your decisions? Here are two to 
consider: 
CORPORATE PROFITS — As 
a determinant of stock prices, 
corporate profits matter greatly 
— today, tomorrow, next year 
and next decade. 
   Corporate profits are a key 
driver of the financial markets.
   If you want a fairly dramatic 
illustration of this point, you 
need only look back a few years, 
to the late 1990s, when dot-
com stocks were all the rage. 
Investors couldn’t get enough of 
these companies, which seemed 
fantastically full of potential. 
However, potential is not 
profitability, which is something 

many of these companies lacked. 
And in 2000, this problem caught 
up with these stocks. Their prices 
plunged, and the fall helped drag 
down the entire market. 
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC 
GROWTH — If you want to see 
what might lie ahead for the 
financial markets, watch the 
progress of our economy. 
   In general, a sluggish economy 
is not particularly good news 
for investors, particularly those 
who invest in stocks. At the 
other end of the spectrum, an 
economy that’s too hot can 
lead to inflationary pressures 
and movements by the Federal 
Reserve to raise interest rates 
— events that might also bring 
mixed results to investors. 
Consequently, you and other 
investors might want to hope for 
a “Goldilocks“ economy — not 
too hot, not too cold, but just 
right.
   If you want to have a voice in 
how your government is run, you 
need to vote — it’s that simple. 
The winner of the presidential 
election can play a huge role in 
shaping the issues of the day. 
But, as we’ve seen, other factors 
are likely going to be more 
responsible for determining the 
investment outlook for the next 
four years. So when you enter the 
voting booth, let your conscience 
— not your brokerage statement 
— be your guide. 
Tom McLean is a financial 
advisor for Edward Jones and 
will be a regular contributor 
to The Alumni.

MoneyMoney
Don’t let election drive investment decisions

TOMMCLEAN
The Alumni

Fran Armendariz
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Fran Armendariz
Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
303-548-2586

*All contributions will be held in a trust account with Upromise, Inc. for the benefi t of  Upromise members. Upromise, Inc. is not affi  liated with 
New York Life or its subsidiaries.

Through Upromise, thousands of  companies — including New York Life — contribute
a portion of  what you spend with them into a college savings account for your child*. 
Interested?

Contact your New York Life Insurance Agent and fi nd out what makes New York Life 
The Company You Keep®.

NEXT
ISSUE

•Teacher of the Month — BOBCROWDER

Bob Crowder, right, with John Denver during a performance with 
the Colorado Springs Children’s Choir. Photo courtesy of  Bob Crowder



The Alumni
$1,500

Student Journalist of the
Year Award 2008-09

Deadline: Oct. 17, 2008 (extended date)

* Write a 500-word essay on why journalism/photography appeals to you; 
your college aspirations; and how you would use the scholarship award.
* Letter of recommendation

Application:

1. First name:      Last name:     Middle initial:
2. Date of birth:           /           /
3. High school:                                                          Year:                              GPA:
4. Home address:                          City:     State:   Zip:
5. Phone number:                           Cell:               Other:
6. E-mail:

Personal References: One reference must be a teacher (school newspaper administrator if  possible)

           Name:                Home phone/e-mail:                         Years known:
1.
2.
3.

Please send this application 
along with essay and letter of  
recommendation to:
     
     Attn: Isaiah Castilleja 
     12000 Zuni St., Ste. 1
     Westminster, CO 80234

Applications must be received by 
Oct. 17. All Colorado high school 
students can enter; only one 
will be chosen per school. Other 
rules and regulations will apply.
 

The Aragon Group
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www.ColoradoHomeExplorer.com

For additional information on these listings 
call toll free!

1-877-791-1239
or 

e-mail us at 
help@coloradohomeexplorer.com

Property of the Month

is a proud sponsor of 

If you would like to see your property featured here contact us at 1-877-791-1239

Senior Loan Officer
Erik Aragon

Registered mortgage broker
with the 

Colorado Division of Real Estate

Liberty Home Loans

Loan programs:

FHA/VA approved
Conventional

Down payment assistance

Competitive interest rates on 
purchases and refinances!

Walk-ins welcome!
Receive a free credit report 

and 
Get pre-qualified instantly!

(With credit approval)

Call today 303-301-7221

The Arabian Horse Center
12000 Zuni St. Ste. 1

Westminster, CO 80234
303-301-7221

For a quick secure application go to 
www.ColoradoMortageFunder.com

$190,000
Short sale in progress 

3 bed/2 bath
2075 sq. ft.

Call Luba Bykov at 
303-252-7700 

Commerce City

From left; Ben Vialpando, Paul Aragon, Renee Torres

Contact Paul’s Team at 303-525-8915

$214,900
Large lot, big backyard  

4 beds/2 baths 2037 sq. ft.
Call Patricia Truax at 303-252-7700

Thornton

$135,000
Spectacular 2-story 

4 bed/3 bath
1844 sq. ft.

Call Patricia Truax at 
303-252-7700 

Henderson

$239,000
Great view

4 beds/3 baths
2142 sq. ft.

Call Luba Bykov at 
303-252-7700 

Henderson

Director David Duran 
303-648-4058


